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1. MODULE DESCRIPTION
Drama is an efficient method of teaching languages including English as a Foreign
Language (EFL), owing to the fact that it makes use of active teaching and learning
features bound to encourage and maintain the attention of a broad range of pupils.
This module explores the use of drama in the EFL/ESL/CLIL classrooms. Its main goal
is to raise teachers’ awareness of the need of improving the use of literature in our
classrooms, and to provide them with tools to enhance students’ learning, both in terms
of content and language, in a more creative way. To do that, students will be introduced
to Rosenblatt’s theories of transactional reading, will explore lessons built upon famous
plays and will finally create their own projects based on a theatre play of their choice.
Students are expected to participate actively, develop their critical thinking skills, and
make use of teaching tools and techniques. Given the exceptional situation which took
place during 2019-2020, if the health authorities were to suspend the face-to-face
sessions, this module would be adapted to online modus.

2. AIMS
Generic competences:
CB6 – Possess and comprehend knowledge that provides a foundation and an
opportunity to be original in the development and/or application of ideas, often in a
research context.
CB7 – Students should apply the knowledge they acquire and be able to solve
problems in new or unfamiliar settings within a broader (or multidisciplinary) context
related to their field of study.
CG1 – Acquire the basic didactic knowledge characterising foreign language's
teaching and learning processes.
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CG2 – Apply the knowledge acquired in new or unfamiliar settings within broader
contexts (or multidisciplinary ones) related to the teaching of English.
Specific competences:
By the end of the course, participants are expected to be able to:
CE1.2 – Understand the foundations of bilingual education and the possibilities of
using literature in teaching the English language.
CE4.1 – Participate in debates and group activities related to teaching the English
language while developing the ability to think critically and for oneself.
CE5.1 – Search, obtain, process, and communicate information (oral, printed,
audiovisual, digital, or multimedia), transform it into knowledge and apply it in the
teaching and learning of English as a foreign language.
CE5.4 – Pursue ongoing training as teaching professionals by using a suitable
bibliography, participating in courses, attending conferences, etc.

3. MODULE CONTENTS
Credits

Units
1. Drama as a genre, drama techniques

•

1

2. Selecting and learning to read drama texts

•

1

3. Applying drama techniques in the EFL/CLIL
classroom

•

2

Class timetable
Sessions

Unit

1

Presentation of the
subject

2

Drama as a genre,
drama techniques

Activity / Assignment
•

Aims of the course

•

Structure and organisation of the course

•

Exploring expectations

•

Setting goals

•

Methodological models

3

3

Selecting and
learning to read
drama texts

4

Applying drama
techniques in the
EFL/CLIL classroom

•

Identifying main
learning potential

•

Interim reflections and feedback

•

Presentation of a section of the unit of
work

•

Final reflections and feedback

key

elements

and

4. TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS
4.1. Student workload (100 hours)
Class contact hours and presentations

12

Tasks, activities and readings

30

Study of theoretical contents

28

Independent study

30

4.2. Learning activities
Learning activities include:
- Oral presentations in class (face-to-face or virtual).
- Activities based on questions.
- Problem-based tasks
For each of the topics they will find notes, practice activities and an assessment
set. Students are expected to be engaged in the course through the reading of notes,
the active participation in the course forum and the submission of assessment
activities within the deadlines set by the lecturer. Also, they will be required to selfassess their performance and to recognise their learning progress during this module.
Please note that some of the assignments require students to use web tools, such as
the creation of PowerPoint presentations, videos or podcasts.
As regards the face-to-face sessions, these have been proposed as an opportunity
to share and reflect on key issues together. They will be also used to give
students the opportunity to present their work.

5. ASSESSMENT
Continuous assessment
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Students following the continuous assessment scheme should submit assessment
tasks within the submission deadline established by the Master’s director and the
lecturer.
◼
◼
◼
◼

Tasks, activities and reading texts (compulsory or optional)
Materials design
Active participation in the classes
Final assignment

20%
30%
10%
40%

Final evaluation
In accordance with the University regulation on evaluation, students who are unable to
follow the continuous assessment mode should contact the director of studies to
send a proposal to be accepted as final assessment students. The director will be in
charge of informing lecturers about the positive or negative reports on each student’s
proposal.
Students opting for final assessment will complete a learning portfolio and send it
to the lecturer within the submission deadline set for final projects. Information on this
learning portfolio will be given by the lecturer at the beginning of the course.
There will be a resit opportunity at the end of the second semester. This will also take
the form of learning portfolio, which will constitute 100% of the resit mark.

6. BIBLIOGRAPHY
Bolton, G. (1992) Perspectives on Classroom Drama. Hertfordshire: Simon and
Schuster.
Collie, J. and Slater, S.( 1987). Literature in the Language Classroom. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.
Butterfield, A. (1993) Drama through language through drama, Banbury: Kemble.
Dougill, J. (1987) Drama activities for Language Learning. London: Macmillan.
Elam, K. (1980) The Semiotics of Theatre and Drama. London: Methuen. Reprinted
in 1988 by Routledge.
Fleming, M. (2003) Starting Drama Teaching. London: David Fulton Publishers.
Hornbrook, D. (1989) Education and Dramatic Art. London: Blackwell Education.
Lantolf, J. (2000) Second language learning as a mediated process. Language
Teaching, 33:79-96
Shewe, M. and Shaw, P. (eds) (1993) Towards Drama As a Method in the Foreign
Language Classroom. Frankfurt: Peter Lang.
5

Way, B. (1967) Development Through Drama London: Longman.
Williams, M. and Burden, R. L. (1997). Psychology for Language Teachers.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Woolland, B. (1996) The Teaching of Drama in the Primary School. London:
Longman.

6

